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Two months after the commune
council elections, rights groups in
Ratanakkiri have noticed an unex-
pected fallout. In a province where
communes embroiled in land dis-
putes skewed heavily toward the
opposition for the first time, local
authorities have grown less toler-
ant of land rights education.

“We’ve seen restriction increase
and a number of our planned train-
ing sessions on land rights have

been disrupted by armed police,”
said Pen Bonnar, provincial coor-
dinator for rights group Adhoc.

On Friday, half a dozen local
authorities including a heavily
armed district police officer and a
CPP village chief broke up a land
rights training session in Lum-
phat district’s Batang commune.
In June, the SRP won in Batang
for the first time, gaining a deputy
commune chief position. 

While reports are strictly anec-
dotal, rights workers yesterday

said this type of incident appears
to be part of a larger pattern, and
that it frequently coincides with
SRP gains.

“I have noticed that we have had
more restriction [in places where]
the commune election results re-
vealed that the opposition party
won seats as first commune chief
or even commune councilors,”
said Mr. Bonnar, adding that the
groups had held such classes for
several years without any problem.  
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DAMASCUS, Syria - In the once
bustling shopping district of
Hamra Street in the heart of Da-
mascus, three men—all made
homeless by fighting which
raged in the city for two weeks—
sit outside their empty shops on a
deserted pavement.

Residents of the eastern and
southern suburbs of the Syrian
capital, which have been hardest
hit by Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s fierce counter-offensive
against rebel forces, the men
have sought shelter with family in
central Damascus.

“Can you believe that all three of
us here have fled our homes? All
of us are from destroyed homes.
Living with relatives in the center
of town,” said Ahmed, a shop own-
er from Douma, an opposition sub-
urb to the east of the capital.

They have joined many thou-
sands who have retreated in-
wards to relative safety, leaving
the city shrunken and surround-
ed by a still smoldering war zone.

But even central Damascus has
been shattered by the violence.
Shops open only between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m., food prices have
soared and no one dares walk
outside after dusk, even in the
holy month of Ramadan, when
streets are normally packed late
into the night with people cele-
brating after a day of fasting.

“There are no customers and I
sent my employees home. I cannot
afford to pay them. I cannot afford
to pay the installments on my
home. I am bankrupt,” said Ahmed
who, like others interviewed for this
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Four-year-old Phy Chan So-
cheata needs a blood transfusion
every month or risks eventually
losing so many red blood cells
that she could die. 

In her bed in the National Pe-
diatric Hospital (NPH) in Phnom
Penh last week, Socheata lay still,
staring up at the ceiling as an in-
travenous line entered her tiny
hand, her swollen stomach stret-
ching the material of her Angry

Birds T-shirt.
“Every month, since she was 8

months old, we come back,” said
Socheata’s mother, Phuony Chan
Leakena, 27. “When the transfu-
sion is finished, she feels better.
But after 20 days she gets sick
again.”

Socheata was born with tha-
lassemia, an inherited blood dis-
order that is carried by millions of
people across the globe.

Worldwide, more than 60,000
children are born with thalassemia

each year, the majority of whom
will die either undiagnosed or mis-
diagnosed within five to 10 years,
according to the most recent data
from the Thalassemia Inter-
national Federation. It estimates
that an additional 80 to 90 million
people, mostly those of Me-
diterranean, Southeast Asian,
Chinese and African descent, are
suspected to be carriers of the tha-
lassemia gene.

In Cambodia, figures on the 

TheCAMBODIADAILY
1,800 riel/45 centsVolume 52 Issue 50 Tuesday, July 31, 2012

About Cambodia
• Men Attacked While Probing Illegal Logging
• Commune Con Man Up to Old Tricks Again
• Study Shows EV71 Part of Regional Outbreak

Page 16
• UN Appoints Mark Harmon as KRT Judge
• Tribunal Witness Recounts Role in KR Purges
• Anti-Trafficking Police Probe Marriage Agency

Page 17
• Supporters Turn to Embassies for Mam

Sonando’s Release
• SRP and HRP to Form New Party Ahead of

2013 Election
Page 19

• Chinese Firm to Build Coal Power Plant
• Microfinance Loans Continue Growth in 2012

Page 21 Continued on page 18

After Battle,
Despair Grips
Damascus

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

All the News Without Fear or Favor

The Daily Newspaper of Record Since 1993

Reuters
A man wades in neck-deep murky waters to salvage materials from shanties destroyed by a barge
near Manila bay in Tondo yesterday. A barge slammed into dozens of shanties at the height of
Typhoon Gener, which left hundreds homeless. 

Tolerance Low for Land Education in R’kiri 

Sufferers From Blood Disease Go Unnoticed
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number of people who die or are
affected are not recorded. But
prevalence of the disease in the
country is believed to be similar
to that of Vietnam and Laos,
where between 30 and 40 per-
cent of the population are carri-
ers, said Dr. Chean Sophal, a
senior pediatrician at NPH and a
medical adviser to the Cambo-
dian Thalassemia Association. 

To contract the illness, two
carriers, who have thalassemia
minor, must first have offspring.
Their children then have a 25
percent chance of acquiring tha-
lassemia major, the form of the
illness that causes severe ane-
mia. That means as many as
60,000 people in Cambodia could
have the most serious form of
thalassemia, according to doctors
at NPH, where there are current-
ly 200 patients with the illness
registered.

Despite the gravity of the prob-
lem—the incidence of the illness
in Cambodia is comparable to tu-
berculosis, of which there are an
estimated 660 cases for every
100,000 people—thalassemia has
received next to no funding from
donors and NGOs due to a gen-

eral lack of awareness about the
disorder.

“It is a disease that is quite
widespread, but one that very few
people have heard of,” said Dr.
Kim Ang, a pediatrician at NPH,
adding that severe cases of the ail-
ment can lead to heart failure, liv-
er problems and deformities.

“What we really need is better
awareness among doctors and
patients,” Dr. Ang said. “People
need to know how to recognize
the symptoms [of thalassemia]
and how to correctly diagnose
and treat it.”

Even the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) has not yet taken
on thalassemia in Cambodia.

“Currently, WHO doesn’t have
any plans to do thalassemia cam-
paigns,” Dr. Mardy Sek, a repre-
sentative for the WHO in Cambo-
dia, said in an email, without elab-
orating. But he did say the WHO
was trying to improve the amount
of blood that is in the country for
transfusions.

“We are improving blood safe-
ty to help all patients in need of
blood including thalassemia,” he
said.

Ms. Chan Leakena brings her
daughter in for a blood transfu-
sion at NPH every 25 days, but
for some patients the amount of
time before a transfusion is need-

ed can be as low as two weeks.
“Coming here all the time, it is

not easy,” Ms. Chan Leakena
said. “But it is something I must
do for my daughter’s health.” 

However, bringing Socheata to
the hospital is not the only priori-
ty for Ms. Chan Leakena. She
must also constantly convince
friends and family to donate
blood on her daughter’s behalf.

Despite a recent 10 percent in-
crease in blood donations in 2011
to 46,690 bags—each containing
350 ml of blood—stocks in Cam-
bodia remain extremely low. On-
ly four out of every 1,000 people
donate blood in Cambodia, accor-
ding to the Ministry of Health.

“We always ask the relatives of
thalassemia patients to donate
blood and then trade it for the
correct type at the blood bank,”
Dr. Ang said. “We try our best to
get blood from patients’ families
because the hospital doesn’t have
much money,” he added.  

While Ms. Chan Leakena says
her neighbors never let her
down, not all thalassemia patients
are so lucky.

Eleven-year-old Tith Thuna,
who was recently diagnosed with
the severe form of the illness,
must also come to NPH for
monthly transfusions. But unlike
Socheata, who lives in Phnom
Penh and has many relatives
nearby, Thuna comes from a pro-
vincial town in Kompong Speu
province. His mother, Chab So-
vath, a 42-year-old divorcee, said
she has no one but herself to do-
nate blood for her son, some-
thing she is allowed to do only
once every three months.

“My son, he has been sick for
so long,” Ms. Sovath said. “Many
times, he has gone to the [provin-
cial] clinic, but they could not
help him. Now, we come here
and I think they will finally help
him, but I worry because I don’t
know how I will ever afford this,”

she said, explaining that she has
no blood to trade and little mon-
ey to pay for hospital costs.

Dr. Sophal said that families
who cannot deliver blood can
run into difficulties in organiz-
ing a blood transfusion for their
child.

“Because all members of fami-
lies may not donate as a replace-
ment every month, the patient
may not receive a blood transfu-
sion and this may delay [treat-
ment],” he said. “This is why
most [thalassemia] patients
come to the hospital irregularly
for blood transfusions. It is what
is causing children [with thalasse-
mia] to have severe chronic ane-
mia, and what is affecting their
development.”

Still, Hok Kim Cheng, the di-
rector of the National Lab Trans-
fusion Center, said all patients
who need blood have the possi-
bility of a transfusion.

“Our daily stock is enough to
serve the needs of all the hospi-
tals,” he said. “When it’s not ur-
gent, we do ask patients to get
blood from relatives. If it is ur-
gent, then we use our stock. We
always provide blood for people
who need it.”

Other complications can actu-
ally occur from having so many
blood transfusions. Dr. Sophal
explained that while regular
blood transfusions allow thalas-
semia patients to live relatively
healthy lives, they can lead to a
toxic, and potentially deadly build
up of iron in the body. But in
Cambodia, drugs that remove ex-
cess iron are not readily available,
he said.

For now, both Thuna and So-
cheata seem to be responding
well to their treatments. But they
both have a long road ahead of
them.

“My only wish is that my daugh-
ter will survive for many years after
this,” said Ms. Chan Leakena.
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Two Women Brutally Murdered in Separate Cases
A 33-year-old woman was hacked to death with an ax at her home

in Prey Veng province’s Ba Phnom district on Sunday in what police
suspect was a revenge attack. Ken Sopheak was attacked in the mid-
dle of the day by an intruder in her home, district police chief So Sa-
vath said. “This is the first time we have seen a case where the victim
was chopped so badly to death, 13 times,” said Mr. Savath. He said
that Ken Sopheak’s house was in a secluded area away from other
villagers, and police are searching for a suspect who may have
sought revenge on her. “This case is murder...and the offenders are
villagers in the village,” he said. In a separate incident in Kompong
Chhnang City’s Ba’ier commune, Ou Sophary, a 58-year-old seam-
stress, was stabbed to death with scissors on Sunday, said Sam So-
thy, the city’s police chief. Intruders posing as customers forced their
way into her home, killed her, and then took a laptop and two mobile
phones, according to Mr. Sothy. Police are still searching for the sus-
pects. (Saing Soenthrith)
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